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(3) Drift gillnet vessel owners/opera-
tors are required to notify the NMFS-
designated observer provider at least 48
hours prior to departing on all fishing
trips. Vessel owners/operators must
provide to the observer provider their
name, contact information, vessel
name, port of departure, and estimated
date and time of departure, and a tele-
phone number at which the owner or
operator may be contacted during the
business day (8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) to indi-
cate whether an observer will be re-
quired on the subject fishing trip.

(4) Drift gillnet vessel owners/opera-
tors must provide NOAA OLE with a
declaration report before the vessel
leaves port on a trip in which the ves-
sel will be used to fish swordfish with
drift gillnet gear in U.S. ocean waters
between 0 and 200 nm offshore of Cali-
fornia.

(5) Drift gillnet vessel owners are re-
quired to install a NMFS OLE type-ap-
proved mobile transceiver unit and to
arrange for a NMFS OLE type-ap-
proved communications service pro-
vider to receive and relay trans-
missions to NMFS OLE prior to sword-
fish fishing during the period of this
emergency rule. Vessel owners/opera-
tors shall perform the same require-
ments consistent with 50 CFR 660.14.

[69 FR 18453, Apr. 7, 2004, as amended at 72
FR 31757, June 8, 2007; 78 FR 545651, Sept. 4,
2013]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 54551,
Sept. 4, 2013, §660.713 was amended by adding

paragraph (f), effective Sept. 4, 2013 through
Jan. 31, 2014.

§660.714 Purse seine fishery. [Re-
served]

§660.715 Harpoon fishery. [Reserved]

§660.716 Surface hook-and-line fish-
ery. [Reserved]

§660.717 Framework for revising regu-
lations.

(a) General. NMFS will establish and
adjust specifications and management
measures in accordance with proce-
dures and standards in the FMP.

(b) Annual actions. Annual specifica-
tions are developed and implemented
according to §660.709.

(¢) Routine management measures. Con-
sistent with section 3.4 of the FMP,

§660.719

management measures designated as
routine may be adjusted during the
year after recommendation from the
Council, approval by NMFS, and publi-
cation in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(d) Changes to the regulations. Regula-
tions under this subpart may be pro-
mulgated, removed, or revised. Any
such action will be made according to
the framework measures in section
8.3.4 of the FMP and will be published
in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

§660.718 Exempted fishing.

(a) In the interest of developing an
efficient and productive fishery for
HMS, the Regional Administrator may
issue exempted fishing permits (EFP)
for the harvest of HMS that otherwise
would be prohibited.

(b) No exempted fishing for HMS may
be conducted unless authorized by an
EFP issued for the participating vessel
in accordance with the criteria and
procedures specified in 50 CFR 600.745.

§660.719 Scientific observers.

(a) All fishing vessels with permits
issued under this subpart and operating
in HMS fisheries, including catcher/
processors, at-sea processors, and ves-
sels that embark from a port in Wash-
ington, Oregon, or California and land
catch in another area, may be required
to accommodate an NMFS certified ob-
server on board to collect scientific
data.

(b) All vessels with observers on
board must comply with the safety reg-
ulations at 50 CFR 600.746.

(c) NMFS shall advise the permit
holder or the designated agent of any
observer requirement in response to
any pre-trip notification in this sub-
part.

(d) When NMFS notifies the permit
holder or designated agent of the obli-
gation to carry an observer in response
to a notification under this subpart or
as a condition of an EFP issued under
50 CFR 660.718, the vessel may not en-
gage in the fishery without taking the
observer.

(e) A permit holder must accommo-
date a NMFS observer assigned under
this section. The Regional Administra-
tor’s office, and not the observer, will
address any concerns raised over ac-
commodations.
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